FAQ’S FOR PARENTS


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...

What are the goals of the instrumental music program?

It is the goal of the directors to encourage and promote music literacy as well as music appreciation within young people so that they will be musically enhanced throughout the remainder of their lives.

How much time is involved in participating?

Participation in the band program at the middle school level takes place during the school day.  Students are expected to practice an average of twenty minutes daily.  Students can get their daily practice time completed before school, after school (perhaps while waiting for a sports practice), or at home.  Occasionally, an extra rehearsal is needed; however, these instances are quite infrequent.

When do the bands perform?

The bands perform for limited school events Mini Fall Concert, Christmas Concert, , Solo and Ensemble, an early Spring Concert and a late Spring Concert.  Other opportunities vary from year to year.  The beginners usually perform twice per year.
Can I be in sports and band?

YES!  Band is a class at the middle school and will typically not conflict with a school sponsored sporting event.  More than half of the middle school band students are also involved in sports, student council, FCA, 4-H, youth groups, etc. The directors and coaches work to resolve schedule conflicts when they arise.  
How do I get an instrument?

Attend the Instrument Display night.  Paige's Music has new and used instruments available through a rent-to-own program.  We recommend renting a good quality instrument through Paige’s Music.  They offer the brands and models we prefer the children use in the program.  They provide instruments on a monthly payment program ranging from $18.00 - $65.00 per month depending on the type of instrument.  Paige’s Music’s phone number is 1-800-382-1099 or you may visit their website: www.paigesmusic.com.  
What do I do if I already have an instrument?

Bring it with you to the Instrument Display so we can check to make sure it is in good working condition.  If it is not, technicians can offer advice regarding repair.  No matter whose instrument you play, be sure to purchase a book and the beginning accessory packs from Paige’s Music. 
What instruments may I choose to play?

Each school will start students on flute, clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, tuba, and percussion.  Come to the instrument display with your selection ready to finalize with the director.  There is a limit to the number of people that can play each type of instrument.  

